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Paper 2: Comparative essay
Durtion: 1 hour 43 minutes

Weighting:25%

Paper 2 contains four questions of a general nature, which require students t wite @ comparative @553y
refering to two works studied during the course.Students re required o answer ane queston only.

The format o paper 2 and the four questionsarethe same fo both SLand HL students, and for both the.
anguage A terature and language A: language and terature courss. The assessment crteria wil iso be
shared by both leves and both courses

The essy s wrtten under examination conditions, without acces t the studied works.Students will be
expected to compre and contrat two of the work stucied inrlaton tothe question chosen. Attention
should b paid o the reevance of the argument o the question chosen and to the approprateness of the.
worksselected by the student o aderes the question. tudents are expected to make detald rference to
the works inther answer, but thy ar not expected o incude quotations from them.

Given the open and lexible nature of the cours, potentally any work studid can be used by students for
paper 2. tis highly recommended, however,tha students should preslect thre of the works studied in
preparation for ths paper,either individually o in conjunction and in consultation with the teacher. This
will make it more manageable for students, at the moment of the exam, to selct the essay question and
the two works to answert with.

Under o circumstances can students use for paper 2 a work that has been akready used for another
assessment component, be it th nternal assessment fr both SLand HL o the HL essay for HL.

The paper is asessed according t0the assessment criteriapublished in this guide. The maximurm mark for
paper2is30.

The lesmer portolio i not specifically ssessed but it i an important too in hlping students prepare for
forml assessment. It provides 3 place for students to practise and develop the skils necessary for
performing succesfuly in paper 2.

I reltion tothe preparaion of paper 2 the learmer portfolio provides an opportunity for students to:
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9r0up the works studied according to 3 common theme orssue and explore their similariies and
diferences

develop an awareness o the difierences between terary forms and of how thes diferences may.
have a bearing on how different works spproach one theme or ssue

consider which combinatons ofworks might b the most productive ones 0 addres the variey of
Questons they might encounter i the actual paper

inquirintothe connections betueen the works sudid,the areasof exploration and the cental
concepts of the course to g an awarenessofthe multplity ofenses that can be used when
Studying a workand the essay questons that these migh potentially lead to

compare thir successivepractceof paper 21 th st one they have done and morito the
evohution of their overall pesfonwcance n the pape.
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Higherlevel essay
Weighting: 20%

The nature of the task.
AtHIL students ae required to write  forml esay o 1200-1,500 words, which develops  patcuarineof
iy f their own chaicein connection with a work previouslystudied i css.

The HL essay offers students an opportunity to develop as independent, crtica and cretive readers,
thinkers and writes by exploing a terary fne ofinquiry over an extended period o time, rfining their
deas by meansof a process of lanning,drafting and re-drafing. Th essayrequires students t constructa
focused, analyticalargument,examining the work fom a bosd lterary perspective I ssa requires them to
adnere tothe formal framework of the academic essay,using ctations and references.

Explanation of the task.
The HL essay is based on the exploation the student has carried ot inthe leamer portfolio. During this
xploraton process, the student wil have investigated a number of works from 2 varety o different
perspectives.Inthe leacup o thecratingofth essay,th student must decide which work o focus on for
further investigaton,and whichlne of inquiry to write 3bout in connection with that work In chaosing the
line of inquiy the sudent can consul the course's seven centrl concepts. Any work previously sucied in
class may beselected, with the exception of the works used for the internal assessment and the works the
studentplans touse i paper 2.

Selection of work
Candidates must selec the work and in of inquiry for thel essay independently. however, consultation
with the teacher i essental inthis process. Care must be aken to make sue that the chosen Iterary works.
arerich enough to support a developed, focused, and anaytica argument.
Students and teachers should remember that the assignment i a broad teary investigation rather than'a
mre arowly-focused tylstc commentarytask.Students should not it the exploation of ther chosen
line of inquiy to 3 particulr section or partof the work.They should aim o demanstate in their essays
their knowleige nd understanding of the work 2  whole. Refering to the work mor broadly vl make
easirfor them to demonstrate such  knowedge and understanding,
I the case of a collection of short sores, poems,song lyrcs or any short trary tex,candidates should
rfer o more than one terarytext from the work chosen n order o achieve  broad focus. Intis instance,
itis possible fo a student o 0 explor texts from the authorof the work that were not studied i cass
provided ateast one o the texts was covered n clss
Candidates mst explicly state, at the beginning o the esay:
Theline of inquiry, which may be expressed s  queston.
The work focused upon. This must b dentified i terms of texttype and suthar, for example, “Short
storie, Katherne Mansfed”. When the work consists of oy one extended tex, th e mus be
provided, for example, “Graphic novel, Alson Bechdel, Fun Home.A Farily Tragicomic”
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Determi
The chosen lie of inquiy should enable a broad lterary focus for the essay. I achieving this focus, the.
seven central concepts o the course may be a helpful stating pont in generatng or determining i of
iy for theessay. While students do ot have o trace ther ess2y bck to one ofthe seven concepts and
the assessment critera do not requie i, working with one of the seven concepts will allow students to
beginther thinking about thel line of inquiy s they rfine thei ideas and arguments. The seven conceps.
arebrify discussed here inrelaton to the assignment.The Language A feacher support material has more.
specific samplesforfurther guidance.

dentity

The student might be intereste in an aspectof the representaton ofidenity of  particularcharacter or
group of chaacters nthe work, oron the wayin which the work sl relates o th dentity of the witer
Cutture

The student might be interested in an aspect o the representaton of the culture of  partcular place,
nsttution or group of eople,oron the way in whih the work tself relates t0a partclar culture.
Crestivity

The student might be nteresed in an aspect of the representaton ofindividual or collctive creatiy, or
lack of creatiy, within the work,or on the way in which the work tsel represents the creathty of the.

Communication
T student might be intreste n an aspect o the representation of acts of communication,or falres in
communication,in the work, or on the way in which the work tsel represents an actof communication
Transformation

The student might be terested inan aspect o th representaton o transformation orransformative acts
i the work,or nthe way in which the worktslf i transformative actsitherofthe other works (through
intertextual reference o them) o of realfy by means of a ransformative effecton the reader’sidentty,
rlationships,goas values, and beliefs)

Perspective

The student might be intersted i an aspect of the representaton of  partculr perspective or
perspectives within the work,or o the way in which the werk tselfrepresens the witers perspective.
Representation

The student migh be interested in an aspect of the way in which the work telf represents diferent
themes, atitudes and concepts, ot the exten o which ltrature can acualyrepresentraly.

For examples of how the line of inquiry can be generated from the centrl concepts and for examples of
possible approaches o the exploration of aineofnquir,please consult the SHL
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‘The learner portfolio and the higher level essay

Th lesmer portolio i not specfically assessed but i i an important tool in helping students prepare for

forml sssessment.t provides a platfor for students to develop independent thinking when stucying

works, reflecting on the ways their works and responses explore cutural values, denties, relationshis,

and issues across a varety of topics.

I eltion tothe preparation of the HL ssay the s portfolio provides an opportunity forstudents to:
rflect o the ways in which each work hey read relate o the seven cental concepts of the course

Keep an ongoing record of themes and ssuestheyfnd nteresting n relation to each o the works they
read

explore how key passages in the work they have stuied aresignificant i reltion o those themes.
andissues

race the evolution of thei thinking and planning in connection with thirchosen e of nquiry
recor references for, and ideas and quotatons from, secondary sources they might want to mention
intheiressay
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Guidance and authenticity
Teachers are expected o guide students throughout the HL essay, from choice of line of inqury 1o
submisson of the essay, monitoring and advising them on the process, Giving feedback on plans, and
helping them stay o tak by setting timelines and stages fo the essay’s development.Help, guidance and
support atthe beginning o his pocess cannot be emphasized encugh.

At the same time, the student must have autonomy throughou teachers should not asign works or lines
of inquiry, but should gve advice on the appropriateness of deas, quesion students o carfy them and
make suggestions for avenues that could be explored or ways in whichthey ight acjust thelr pproach.
Teachersare expected to ensure that essays are students’own work and aderess any academic honesty
issues arsing before submision of the assessment.It s the teschers’ responibiiy to make sure tht al
students understand the importance of academic honesty,in particular in elation 1 the authenticty of
thelc work and the need to acknowledge other peoples ideas. Teachers must ensure students understand
that the essay they submitforthis externally assessed component must b enirely thelf own work.

Whil teachersshould giveregular feedback on students work, they should not et or correct thelr work
irecly. A studnts craw close o the end of the writing process, teachers are allowed o give advice to
students on a st completecrat i terms o suggestions s regards the way the work could be improved.
This could be done by annolating the crat through comments on the marcin. These comments could
consit in questions or prompts forfurther reflection and improvement. Under no crcumstances can a
teacher ditor rewrit the craft. The next version handed to the teacher afte the firt draft must be the
finlone.

Students should make detaled references to ther primary source, using such eferences o support their
broader argument about the work.The use o secondary sources i not mandatory. Any sources used must
be appropriaely cited. Essays must be student’ own work, adhering consisently t the I8 poliy on
academichonesty.

For futher guidelnes about the HL essay and the rol of the teacher i , lease consul the Language A
teacher support material,




image13.png
Internal assessment details—SL/HL

Individual oral
‘Duration: 15 minutes. (10 minutes: student delivery of the oral: 5 minutes:teacher questions)
Weightings 30% for L, 20% for L.

The nature of the task.
The individualoral acresses the ollowing prompt.

Examine the ways in which the global isue of your chice is presented through the content and form of
w0 of the works that you have stuclied.

Explanation of the task
The individual oral is based on the exploraton the student has cared out i the learer portiolo. During
this exploration process, the student will have nvestigated a seres of works and a varity of gobal sues.
1 the lead-up {0 the indiidual oral,the tudent needs o make a decision about which global issue and
‘which works will be explored i the tak. Two works must be selected: one o them must be  work witen
originaly in the language & studied and thecther one must be  work n translaton.An extractof o more.
than 40 linesshould be slecte from each work, whichsrepresentativeof the presence of the gbal s
. In forms where the number ofines may not be appiicable, eachers should be guided by the volume.
of text that can be discussed in sufficient depth in the time available.




image1.png
First assessment 2021

Resessment component Weighting
Externalassessment (3 hours) 0%
Paper 1: Guided iterary analysis 1 hour 15 minutes) 3%
1The paper consissof two passages from two diferent teraryforms, each accomparied by
\question.Students choose one passage and write an analsis oft. (20 marks)

Paper 2 Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes) 3%
The paper consiss offourgeneral questions. I esponse to one question, students write
comparativeessay based on two works tudied inthe course. (30 marks)

Internal assessment 0%

Tis component consists ofan incividualoraltht i iternaly assesed by th tescher and
(extemally moderated by the Bt the end of the course.

Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one work writtenorginaly inthelanguage studed and one
from  work studied in translaton, students wil offer  prepared response of 10 minutes,
folowed by § minutesof questions by th teacher, o thefollowing prompt:

Examine the ways in which the gobal ssue o yourchoices presented though the content
Jand form of two of the works tht you havestudied. (40 marks)
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External assessment details—SL

Paper 1: Guided literary analysis
Duration: 1 hour 15 minutes
Weighting:35%

Paper 1 contains two previously unseen Iteray passages.Students write a quided analysis o one o these:
passages. A guided analysis n this context refers to an exploration o the passage supporte by a guiding
ueston, which ass students to consider 2 technical o formal sspect of the pssage. The passages could
b taken from anyofthefourtrary forms on the Prscroed reacing . Eachofthe pasages will e from:a
diferent iterayform.

The passages for analysis may be aither complte pieces of writng or exracts from a longer pice, and
‘wheraver possible they will not have been writen by authors listed on the Precrbed reaing It nor be.
{aken rom works ikey to have been sudied n class.

(One quiding question willbe provided for each passage on a central techrical o formal clement that may.
provide an ntereting pointof entry ino the text. Although it not compulsory to answer this queston,
Students should b aware that s expected that the analyss will e focused on a particlar aspect f the.
text. Students may propose an altemative point of enty about any othe techricalor formal dlement o the.
et they eelimportan inorder toprovide such  focus.

The paper is assessed according tothe assessment criteria published in this guide. The maximurm mark for
paper1is20.

The learner portfolio and paper 1

Thelesmer portolio i not specifically ssessed but it i an important too in helping students prepare for

forml assessment. It provides 3 place for students to practise and develop the skils necessary for

performing successfuly n paper |

I reltion to the preparaton of paper 1, the earer portfolio rovides an opportuniy for students to:
recor responses 0. passageortext read or the fst time.

formlate guiding questons for different passages and use them s  lens though which o view
those passages

255055 which of th sils involved n paper 1 thy feel less confidet n and use the potfolio to track
therprogressn the development ofthose skl

Keepa record of the leray forms covered intherpracticeofpaper 1 sklls, make sure that they have
covered alpossible teraryforms that might appearin paper 1, and asess how mchof achallenge:
each one presents to them

compare thir successivepractceof paper 11 the fist one they have done and morito the
evolutionof theiroverall performancen the paper.
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Paper 2: Comparative essay
Duration: 1 hour 43 minutes

Weighting:35%

Paper 2 contains four uestonsofa general rature, which rquire stdets to e 3 comparative €53y
{eferting o two work e duringthe course. St ars rquire 0 answer ane quesion

The format ofpaper 2 and the foue cuesions ar th same or both SL.nd HL stucdent, and for boththe
Ianguage A ersture and lnguage & language an iterature course.The sssesment crtera il aiobe
hared b boh levels and both courses

The ssay s wrten e examination conditons, whhut access t the studied works Stcdens il be
expectd 1o compareand contrst tw of the wokssudie i relation o the queston chsen.Atention
hould e paid o the relevanceof th argument o the question chosen and o the sppropriteness o the
worksslcte by th tuent 0 adress th question.Student e expecte 1o ke dealed reference o
e work i the anwer, bt thy are no xpecte o inclde quotations o them.

Giventhe open and feilenature of the course,potentially any work studie can b used by sudents for
paper 2. s ghly recommended, oweve, that sudents shouldpreslect thre of the works studed in
preparation fortispaper, therindiicual o in conjunction and in consulation vith the eacher Thiz
il make ' more manageable fo tudent, at the moment of the exam, o select the esay question and
the o works o s it

Under o circumstances can students use for paper 2 a work that has been akready used for another
assessment component, be it th nternal assessment fr both SLand HL o the HL essay for HL.

The paper is asessed according t0the assessment criteriapublished in this guide. The maximurm mark for
paper2is30.

and paper2
Thelesrr portolio i not specficlly ssessed but i i an important too in hlping students prepare for
forml assessment. It provides 3 place for students to practise and develop the skils necessary for
performing succesfuly in paper 2.
I reltion to the preparation of paper 2 the learmer portfolio rovides an opportunity for students to:
group the works studied according 102 common theme o isue and explorethersimlrtes and
diferences
develop an awareness o the diferences between trary forms and of how thes diferences may.
have a bearing on how different works spproach one theme or ssue
consider which combinations ofworks might be the most productive ones 0 addres the variey of
questons they might encounter i the actual paper
inquirintothe connections betueen the work sudied,the areasof explration an the cental
concepts of the course to g an awarenessofthe multpliity ofenses that can be used when
Studying a workand the essay questions that these might potentially lead to
compare thlr successivepractce of paper 2t th st one they have done and morito the
evolution of their overall performance in the paper.
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First assessment 2021

Resessment component Weighting
Externalassessment (4 ours) 0%
Paper 1: Guided iterary analysis (2 hours 15 minutes) 3%
The paper consissoftwo terary pssages, from two difeent iterary forms, each
accompanied by 2 question. Studentswrie an analysis o eachof the passage. (40 marks)
Paper 2 Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes) 5%
The paper consiss offourgeneral questions. I esponse to one question, students write
comparativeessay based on two works tudied inthe course. (30 marks)

Higher level () essay 0%
Students subrit an essay on one werk studied during the course. (20 marks)

The ssay mustbe 1.200-1,500 words nlength.

Internal assessment 0%

Tis component consists ofan incividualoraltht i iternaly assesed by th tescher and
(extemally moderated by the Bt the end of the course.

Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one work writtenorginaly inthelanguage studed and one
from  work studied in translaton, students wil offer  prepared response of 10 minutes,
folowed by § minutesof questions by th teacher, o thefollowing prompt:

Examine the ways in which the gobal ssue o yourchoices presented though the content
Jand form of two of the works tht you havestudied. (40 marks)





image5.png
External assessment details—HL

Paper 1: Guided literary analysis
Duration: 2 hours 15 minutes

Weighting:35%

Paper 1 conains two previousy unseen Ierary passages and studens ae nstrcted o write a separate
Guidec sl of each ofthess paseages. A uided analss ntis contest refes 1 an exploration o the
passagesupported by uidig question,whic askssudents 1 conser  technica r fomal spect of
the paseage Th paseagescoukd be taken from any of thefou terary forms o the Prescroed recing I
Exchof th passages il b from a ifeent eary forn.

The passages for analysis may be either a complete piece of witing or an extract from a onger piece, and
‘wheraver possble they will not have been writen by authors lsted on the Prescrbed reaing It nor be.
{aken rom works ikey to have been sudied n class.

‘One guiding question willbe provided for each passage on a central techrical o formal element that may.
provide an ntereting pointof entry ino the text. Although it not compulsory to answer this queston,
students should be aware that it is expected that the analysis will be focused on a particular aspect of the
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text. Students may propose an altemative pointofenty about any othe techricalor formal dlement o the.
et they eelimportan inorder to provide such  focus.

The assessment critraforthis paper are the same at HL and SL. 20 marks will be alotted to ach answer.
The masimum mark for paper 1i5 40.

‘The learner portfolio and paper 1

The lesrr portolio i not specfically ssessed but it i an important too in hlping students prepare for

forml assessment. It provides 3 place for students to practise and develop the skils necessary for

performing successfuly n paper |

I relation to the preparaton of paper 1, the earmer portfolio rovides an opportuniy for students to:
record responses 0. passage ortext read or th fst time.

formlate guiding questons for different passages and use them s  lens thrwigh which t approach
those passages

asse55 which of th sils involved n paper 1 thy feel less confident n and use the potflio to track
therprogress i the development ofthose skl

Keepa record of the teray forms they have covered n thel ractce of paper 1 sl make surethat
they have covered all pssileformsthat might appear i paper ,and assess how much ofa
challenge each one presents o them

compare thir successivepractces of paper 11 the st one they have done and morito the
‘evolution oftheic overall performance inthe paper.




